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AMORIUM:
A PROVINCIAL CAPITAL IN THE SETTING
OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE

Friday 25th and Saturday 26th, November 2016, Athens, Greece

A workshop organized by the:
Amorium Urban Archaeology Project
INSTITUTE FOR MEDITERRANEAN STUDIES / FORTH

with the support of STAVROS NIARCHOS FOUNDATION

Venue: Greek Archaeologists Union building
134 Ermou str. Thiseio

The city of Amorium, located in Phrygia in the Asia Minor highlands, has been under excavation and sys-
tematic research for almost three decades. A large number of scientific publications, articles in peer-re-
viewed journals, and a special series dedicated to Amorium, the Amorium Reports that number already
five volumes, have seen the light as the main research products of this archaeological activity along with
considerable amount of popularizing guide books. The impact of Amorium excavation has affected con-
siderably the contemporary archaeological approach to Byzantine Early Medieval and Middle Byzantine
cities.

Amorium has also been the stage of international cooperation for many years, and in this way it contin-
ues to bring together scholars from Turkey with colleagues from across the world. Many of our historical
questions though are in an early stage, seeking for answers that the continuation of the excavation and
new research will provide. At the same time innovative archaeological methods (e.g. geophysical survey,
satellite imagery, LIDAR modelling) and modern approaches are being applied at Amorium, making the
project one of the pioneers in the field of Byzantine archaeology.

Aim of this workshop is to bring together the members of Amorium Excavations team to confer on the
most recent field work and state of research. Additionally we hope to further establish a dialogue on Am-
orium with other scholars of Byzantium that face similar historical and archaeological questions. In the
center of such a discourse stand the challenges of Byzantine historical archaeology and our understanding
of the period between the 7th and 11th c. AD, and the evolution of Byzantine urbanism with the forma-
tion of “new” or renewed urban centers as provincial capitals, this largely being the essence of the new
thematic system. This process is evident in the field, but also is elucidated in the historical sources. In
result our two-day thematic workshop will address all kind of questions on material culture, architecture,
landscape archaeology, textual history and many more concerning the Middle Byzantine cities.

All presentations and discussion will be in English.



AMOPION:
MIA EITAPXIAKH ITTPOQTEYOY2A 2TO ITAAIXIO
THX BYZANTINHX AYTOKPATOPIAX

ABnva, Tlapaokevn 25 kat ZapPato 26 NoepPpiov 2016,

Mo EMOTNHOVLIKT] GUVAVTIOT TTOV OPYAVWVETAL ATTO TO
[Ipoypappa Aotikng Apyatoloyiag Apopiov
INZTITOYTO MEZOTEIAKQN ZITOYAQN / ITE

e v vrootpiEn tov IAPYMATOZX ZTAYPOX NIAPXOX
Xwpog: Z0ANoyog EAAvwv Apxatoloywv, Eppov 134, Onosio

H noAn tov Apopiov, mov evromiCetat ota vyineda Tng kevtpikng Mikpdg Aciag oty evpbtepn mepLoxn
G Opuyiag, anotelel medio avaoka@wy Kal CVOTNUATIKNAG EPEVVAG Yo TOVAAXLOTOV TpelG OeKaeTiEG.
Anotéleopa avtng ™G dpactnpldTNTAG €lval I TapaAywyn evog onpavtikod aptdpol emoTnHOVIK@V
dnpooieboewy, apBpwv oe €ykpita S1ebvn meptodikd kat pag eldikng oelpdg OnUootevoeWV aQlepw-
Hévng oto Apopto, mov ovopaletar Amorium Reports aplBuwvtag ndn mévte tOpoVG, pe mapaAAnin
@povTida yla ekAaikevTikovg apyxatoloytkovg 0dnyotvs. O avTikTumog TNG avacka@ng Tov Apopiov £xet
EMNPEACEL ONUAVTIKA TN 0VYXPOVN apXALOAOYLKT) TTPOOEYYLON OXETIKA [e Tig TOAeLG TG [Ipiung kat
Kupiwg TG Méong Bulavtivig meptodov.

To Apodpio €xet anotehéoet yia TOAAG Xpdvia mpdogopo medio diebBvwv ovvepyaotwy, kat VIO aAvTH TNV
gvvola ovveyilet va @épvel oe ema@n emotnpoves and tny Tovpkia pe cvvadéd@ovg Tovg and 6Ao Tov
KOopo, petad Twv omoiwv kat and v EANGSa. TToAN& amd ta 1oToptkd pag epwthpata Ppiokovtat
aKOpa € TPWIHO 0TASL0, avalnTOVTAG TELOTIKEG AMAVTHOELG HEC ATIO TN CUVEXLOT] TWV AVAOKAPDV Kl
TV VEwV gpeuvay. Tavtdxpova, 1 eQappoyn Kavotopwy apxatoloykwv pefodwv kat ovyxpovwv mpo-
ogyyioewv (T.X. Yew@uOlkn épevva, dopv@opikég emokonnoelg, povrelonoinon LIDAR) kabiotovv 1o
TPOYPAUA TOV APOopiov wG €va amd Ta TPwTonoOpa 6ToV Topéa NG Bulavtiviig Apxatohoyiag.

2KOTIOG aAVTOV TOV €PYAOTNPLOV HEAETNG Elval Vo @EpeL KOVTA Ta HEAT TNG EPEVVNTLKNG opnddag Twv ava-
OKAQWYV TOV ApOpPIOV WOTE VA TAPOVOLACOVY TA TILO TPOOPATA ATOTEAECUATA TWV EPEVVWYV TOVG. TavTo-
xpova, pthodofei va mpowbnoel Tov Staloyo kat pe dAAAovg pehetntég Tov Bulavtiov mov avtipetwmnilovv
TOPOHOLA LOTOPLOYPAPLKA KAl ApXALOAOYIKA EpWTARATA. XTO KEVTPO g TéTolag ovlnTnong tibevtat ot
POk oeLg TG PulavTiviig LoToptkng apxatoloyiag ahld kat ) kaAvtepn katavonon g neptodov petaly
Tov 70V Kat Tov 11ov at. EexwpiCet To epwtnua tng e&eAEn tne Bulavtiviig modeodopiag pe To OXNUATIORO
«VEWV» 1] AVAVEDUEVV AOTIKWV KEVIPWV TIOV AEITOVPYNOAV WG EMAPXLAKEG TTPWTEVOVOEG Kal O€ HeYAAO
Pabuo anmotédecav Tov mnpHVa TOL VEOL BepaTikod CLOTAUATOG. 2ZTO TAAICL0 AVTO, TNV StdpKelag dvo
nUepwVv Bepatikn emoTNUOVIKY oLVAvTNnon Ba eeTaoToVV epWTAHATA TXETIKA HE TOV VALKO TOALTIONO,
TNV apXLTEKTOVIKT, TNV apxaloloyia TOL TOTIOV, TIG LOTOPLKEG TTNYEG Kal TOANG dAAa TTOV aAQOopOVV TIg
nohetg g Méong Bulavtivrig meptodov.

O\eg oL mapovotdoelg kat ov{ntroetg TG ovvavtnong Ba eivat ota AyyAka.



AMORIUM:
IMPARATORLUGA RAKIP BIR BIZANS EYALET BASKENTI

25 Kasim Cuma - 26 Kasim Cumartesi 2016, Atina, Yunanistan
Kentsel Amorium Arkeoloji Projesi Tarafindan Organize Edilen Uluslararas: Calistay
AKDENIZ CALISMALARI ENSTITUSU /FORTH
STAVROS NIARCHOS VAKFI TARAFINDAN FINANSE EDILIR

Yer: Yunan Arkeologlar Dernegi Binasi- 134 Ermou Caddesi, Thiseio

Anadolu'nun daglik bolgesi Frigyada yer alan Amoriumda neredeyse 30 yildir sistematik aragtirma ve
kazi ¢aligmalar1 yirttilmektedir. Simdiden besinci baskisina ulasan ve biiyiik miktarda bilimsel yayin,
hakemli dergilerde makale ve Amorium’a adanan 6zel serilerden olusan “Amorium Raporlar1” ¢ok sayida
popular rehber yayinda, arkeolojik faaliyetlerin ana kaynag: olarak goriilmektedir. Amorium Kazis1 Erken
Bizans ve Orta Bizans sehirlerine modern arkeolojik yaklasimi biiyiik 6l¢iide etkilemistir.

Ayrica Amorium yillardir uluslararasi isbirliginin sahne olmustur ve bu yolla diinya genelinde meslek-
taglar1 ile Tiirkiyeden akademisyenleri bir araya getirmeye devam etmektedir. Erken evrede hala bir¢ok
tarihsel sorularimiz olmasina karsin, devam etmekte olan kazilardan ve arastirmalardan yeni cevaplar
ortaya ¢ikacaktir. Ayn1 zamanda Bizans arkeolojisi alanindaki projelerin 6nciillerinden olan yenilik¢i ar-
keolojik metodlar (jeofizik arastirma, uydu gériintiileri, LIDAR modelleme vs.) ve modern yaklagimlar da
Amoriumda uygulanmaktadair.

Bu seminerin amaci Amorium kazi ekibini bir araya getirip en son c¢aligma alanlar1 ve ¢alismalarin du-
rumunu goriismek olusturmaktadir. Ayn1 zamanda {imit ediyoruz ki, Bizans alaninda benzer tarihi ve
arkeolojik sorunlar {izerine ¢alisan aragtirmacilar ile Amorium hakkinda dialog kurabiliriz. Boyle bir
tartismanin merkezinde tarihsel Bizans arkeolojisinin zorluklari ve M.S. 7. ve 11. yiizyillar arasindaki pe-
riyodunu anlayabilmek ve yeni tematik sistemin biiyiik 6l¢iide esasini olusturan eyalet bagkentleri olarak;
“yeni” ya da yenilenen kent merkezlerinin olusumu ile Bizans kentlesmesinin evrimi yer alir. Alandaki
gelisme oldukea agiktir ama bu gelismede tarihi kaynaklarin da énemi yadsinamaz. Iki giinliik tematik
galistayin sonunda Orta Bizans sehirlerine iliskin; maddi kiiltiir, mimari, peyzaj arkeolojisi, metinsel tarih
ve daha bir ¢ok soru ele alinacaktir.

Tiim sunumlar ve tartismalar Ingilizce olacaktir.



PROGRAM

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25

10.00 — Welcoming address: Christos Hadjiosif and Nikos Tsivikis (Institute of Mediterranean
Studies, Rethymno)

10.30-12.00

Session 1 - NEw PERSPECTIVES OF AMORIUM ARCHAEOLOGY
Chair: Chris Lightfoot (Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York)

10.30-10.50 Zeliha Gokalp-Demirel (Anadolu University, Eskisehir)
The future and challenges of the Amorium Excavation Project

10.50-11.10 Jamieson Donati, Tuna Kalayci, Apostolos Sarris and Nikos Tsivikis
(Institute of Mediterranean Studies, Rethymno)
The IMS/FORTH Amorium Urban Archaeology Project: first results

11.10-11.30 Kostas Roussos (Institute of Mediterranean Studies, Rethymno)
Tracing landscape dynamics in the vicinity of Amorium

11.30-12.00 Discussion

12.00-12.30 Coffee break

12.30-14.00

Session 2 - MATERIAL STUDIES AT AMORIUM
Chair: Platon Petridis (University of Athens)

12.30-12.50 Beate Bohlendorf-Arslan (Romisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum, Mainz)
The Middle Byzantine pottery workshop of Amorium

12.50-13.10 Petra Linscheid (University of Bonn)
Middle Byzantine Amorium: the evidence of the textiles

13.10-13.30 Chris Lightfoot (Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York)
Epigraphy at Amorium

13.30-14.00 Discussion

LUNCH BREAK



16.30-18.00
Session 3 - RECONSTRUCTING THE HISTORY OF AMORIUM
Chair: Tonia Kiousopoulou (University of Crete, Rethymno)

16.30-16.50 Thanasis Sotiriou (University of Crete, Rethymno)
A corpus of the Greek sources on Amorium: a first assessment

16.50-17.10 Olga Karagiorgou (Academy of Athens)
The correspondents of Amorium

17.10-17.30 Marie-France Auzépy (Université Paris VIII)
Iconoclasm in the hagiographic dossier of the 42 Martyrs of Amorium

17.30-18.00 Discussion

18.00-18.30 Coffee break

18.30-20.00
Session 4 - AMORIUM ON THE ARAB-BYZANTINE FRONTIER
Chair: Zeliha Gokalp-Demirel (Anadolu University, Eskisehir)

18.30-18.50 Yannis Stouraitis (Academy of Sciences, Vienna)
Inverting the image of defeat: the fall of Amorium in Byzantine historical memory

18.50-19.10 Hesham M. Hassan (Hellenic American University, Athens)
Amorium in Arab-Byzantine sources: a comparative study

19.10-19.30 Koray Durak (Bogazici University, Istanbul)
Amorium and Byzantine cities in the early medieval Islamic sources

19.30-20.00 Discussion

END OF WORKSHOP’S FIRST DAY



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26

10.00-11.30

Session 5 - EXCAVATING ARCHITECTURE AT AMORIUM
Chair: Stavros Mamaloukos (University of Patras)

10.00-10.20 Nikos Tsivikis (Institute of Mediterranean Studies, Rethymno)
Excavations in the Large Building at Amorium

10.20-10.40 Eric Ivison (College of Staten Island / CUNY, New York)
The Lower City Church Complex at Amorium during the Byzantine Early Mediaeval
Period (7th-9th centuries)

10.40-11.00 Hasan Yilmazyasar (Anadolu University, Eskisehir)
The Acropolis fortifications and the donjon of Amorium

11.00-11.30 Discussion

11.30-12.00 Coffee break

12.00-13.30

Session 6 - BUILDINGS AND PEOPLE IN A THEMATIC CAPITAL
Chair: Beate Bohlendorf-Arslan (Romisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum, Mainz)

12.00-12.20 Ceren Erel (Hacettepe University, Ankara)
Excavations in the Upper City Church at Amorium

12.20-12.40 Oguz Kocyigit (Onsekiz Mart University, Canakkale)
The Byzantine baths in the Enclosure at Amorium and other Byzantine baths in Central Anatolia

12.40-13.00 F. Arzu Demirel (Mehmet Akif Ersoy University, Burdur)
The people of Amorium: anthropological analysis of the human skeletal remains

13.00-13.30 Discussion

LUNCH BREAK



16.00-17.30
Session 7 - BYZANTINE PROVINCIAL CAPITALS ON THE INSULAR FRONTIER
Chair: Helen Saradi (University of the Peloponnese, Kalamata)

16.00-16.20 Enrico Zanini (University of Siena)
Gortyn in Crete: the urban trajectory of an Early Byzantine provincial capital
(archaeological indicators for a changing urban reality)

16.20-16.40 Elisabetta Giorgi (University of Siena)
Water supply in a changing Mediterranean city: the transformation of Gortyn water
system in Early Byzantine times

16.40-17.00 Luca Zavagno (Bilkent University, Ankara), Nikolas Bakirtzis (The Cyprus Institute, Nicosia)
When a capital went missing: the changing urban and military landscape of medieval Cyprus

17.00-17.30 Discussion

17.30-18.00 Coffee break

18.00-19.30
Session 8 - BYZANTINE PROVINCIAL CAPITALS ON THE WESTERN FRONTIER
Chair: Olga Karagiorgou (Academy of Athens)

18.00-18.20 Paul Arthur (University of Salento)
‘Capitals’ of Byzantine southern Italy: Syracuse, Naples, Otranto and Bari

18.20-18.40 Demetris Athanasoulis (Ministry of Culture, Ephorate of Antiquities of Cyclades)
Corinth: the evolution from a provincial to a thematic capital (Hellas and Peloponnese)

18.40-19.00 Vujadin IvaniSevi¢ and Ivan Bugarski (Institute of Archaeology, Belgrade)
Morava and the problem of Byzantine thematic capitals on the Balkan frontier

19.00-19.30 Discussion

19.30 - Concluding remarks: Eric Ivison (College of Staten Island / CUNY, New York),
Platon Petridis (University of Athens) and Enrico Zanini (University of Siena)

END OF WORKSHOP

For any additional information please contact:
Nikos Tsivikis, email: ntsivikis@ims.forth.gr






