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Official Professions /
Functions of a Woman in An-
cient Athens

A.-F. Antoniou

The Athenian woman of the fifth
century practices a profession, only
in case of great need. However, befo-
re examining briefly the structure of
the Athenian society, it would be
usefull to define woman's position in
it. The working women of the fifth
century Athens are usually widows or
others with economic problems or
immigrants with need to work to
earn their own and their families
living or, finally, slaves

We classify professions in purely
male, although common for men and
women and in exclusively female; we
deal with the last classification

The seclusion of women in their
house and their deprivation of essen-
tial political and social rights are also
reflected on the professional sector
The professional occupation of wom-
en is a rare phenomenon that
creates, as a rule, a negative social
attitude towards these women. The
fact that professions exclusively for
women do exist could be considered
as an important exception to the
forementioned rule that deserves a
specific analysis and study.

Nurse for children, mid-wife and
match-maker are the proper female
occupauons A typical trait of all
thre is their

To évéupa
Kal 0 KOAWTOPOG

KaBOopIoTIKG yia T pop@n Tou ap-
XQiou EAAMVIKOU eVBUMATOQ UMPEE
To oXfiua Kal To péyeBog Tou apya-
AEt0U: 0pBOY@VIA KOUUATIA UPasHE-
Va ané Tq yuvaikeq oTEpE@VOVTAY
070 GGMa pE LWVES, MOPMES, KapQi-
T0€G. H «u63a» oTnV apxa16TnTa eixe
apyn eEEAEN, oxeddév avemaiodn.
0O HpoBoTog dinyeitat yia Ty aMayn
OTO yuvaikeio £vdupa Twv ABnvaiwy
OTL KAMoTe 1 ABriva kai ) Aiywva fp-
Bav o€ pREN Kal 0 aBnvaikdg oTpa-
T6G £EOAoBpeUTKE. O POVOG Tou
EMENOE ATaV 0 ayyeAMloPpog Mou
£¢epe -To vEo otnv ABnva. ‘Otav ot

Charaster

As regards the nurse and the mid-
wife the importance of the functional
character of their profession is rein-
forced by various evidence, which
presents them as most respected
persons who enjoyed high esteem in
the Athenian society. The match-
maker, on the contrary, because of
the bad reputation she had in gene-
ral, probably was not a quite favora-
ble and respectable person

Yuvaikeg To Bdva-

TO TWV QVTPGY, TWV SEAQGY Kl TwV

VIV TOUG, TPABNEQV TI§ KAP@ITOES

QN6 T POPEUATA TOUG KL OKTWOaY
A 6 MNava

MPAyHATIKOTTA GUWG, N alAayr au-
™ oTo €vdupa oPeileTal oTo YeYo-
VoG 6Tt N ABriva £ixe MAOUTIOEL Ki OTL
0 XITdVag Mou fTav poUxo «Eloayw-
YAG» ané v AvatoAd Arav Awég,
£V 0 MEMAOG HTAV AN £YXWPIO HaA-
Al (et 1),

Ta paAlia Twv EAAnViSwy fTav pa-
Kpud, EKTOQ av nevBouoav onéTe Ta
£koBav. MoAU omavia ot EAANVISEQ
ixav EEMAeka Ta HAAAA TOUG. SUVH-
Bwg Ta £griaxvav Kotoideq 1 TPa-
Brypéva miow, avaAoya pe ™ GUVH-
Bela TG emoxng. H ewkovoypagia
Beixvel la papdid kopdEAAa va Kpa-
T& 1 Kal va SiXTU MoU Ta Emave Ta-
XTIKG (0GKKOG). Ta ayyeia pag divouv
TARB0G QN6 KOPHMOELS YUVAIKDY
(EIK. 2).

Tov
AGUIOV 0L yUVakes ka1 Ve nv.enavo-
Ang6ei napouola npaén, ot ABnvaieg
Bev Eavapopeoav To Bwpikd MEMO
TIOU OTEPEWVOTAV HE KAPPITOEQ AAAG
TOV IWVIKG XITOVA, AV KPIVEL KQVEIQ
Qano TIG ANEKOVIOEIG OE ayyeia, O w-
VIKOG XITOVAG pOPEBNKE TV ABAVa
YUpw ota péoa Tou 6ou at. X, Zmv

AN 0 KAAWTIOHOS TWV YUVaIKY Se
oTapaToUce OTO XTévioua. Av Kau
ToAoi GvTpeg BeV fBEAQY Ot yuvai-
KEG TOUG va BAGOVTAL, Qv Kal 0L 0aTU-
PIKOI MONTEG KOPGIBEUAY TIG PTIACK-
Swpéveg, MapoAa auTd uTTpXav Yu-
vaikeg Mou XpnoiHonoloUoaY KaA-
AUVTIKG (KPELES - XPGHATA Kal apa-
uara).
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