KavBapog and To vekpoTageio Twv TopBwY
avov "Ayio Bagikeio (mepioxi) Aiou).

Kpatiipag pe yewpeTpiki Siakbopnon ané
o veKpoTageio Twv TiuBwY aTov ‘Ayio Ba-
aikeio (mepioxn) Aiou).

OIvox6n e yewpETpIK Blakbopnon an To
VEKPOTAREID TwV TUPBWY.

O1 maAaioxpioTiavikéG BaoiAIKEG

£ 800 avaoKaPikég MePLOSoUG

(BA. AA 20, 1965, 477 K.&., Kal
AA 21, 1966, 371 k.€., XpOVIKA) 0 ZT.
MeAekavidng ouvéxioe Ty anokd-
Auym G BaotAIkrg rou Bpioketat
OTO KEVIPO TNG OYIUNG, TUPPIKVE-
HEVNG TOANG Tou Aiou. Ot epyaoieq
eixav Eekiviioet pe tov M. Zwpid-
&n, o omoiog eixe SlAMOTWOEL 5UO
OIKOBOUIKEG GATELG TOU TPIKALTOU
Ktnplou, ue oxed6v v (dla kato-
Yn, He pEYAAn Supwg Slagopd
Ugoug avaueoa ota dameda. Ot
ToixO0L NG MaA6TEPNG BastAuq
£X0UV TOIXOYPaP(EG HE APXITEKTO-
VIKT] GpBpwon Kal pipnon moAu-
XPwHNG opBopapudpwong. Ot Toi-
XOl elval KTIOHEVOL e TIOIKIAO UAL-
K6: AiBol, MA(VBOL, apXITEKTOVIKG
HEAN MAAQIOTEPWV PVNHE{WY, EVE-
niypadeq MAGKeG, Kloviokol, BG-
081G ayaApdtwy K.4. H kipla eico-
580G Tou Knpiou ivat ané m Bé-
pela otod Ttou aiBpiou, mou
ETUKOIVWVE( HE KEVTPIKO SpOHO TG
TI6ANG. 210 KévTpo Tou aiBplou
undpxet kprivn, oTnv omoia odnysl
10 vepd évag HOAUBSIVOG CwAN-
vag. Zta dutika tou aiBplou Be-
Bawbenke n Unapén pag mrépuyag
He TpIEPY) GPBpwON. 210 KEVTPI-
K6 SWHATIO AMOKAAUPONKE 1) KTI-
11} OKTaYWVIKY] KOAURRTBpa Tou
Barnttiotnpiou.
H BaociAikry auti tou Alou eivar,
Xwpig GAAO, 0 KEVTPIKOG vasg TG
TaAQIOXPLOTIAVIKAG TIOANG, TOU &f-
X€ Yivel £5pa EMOKOMOU.
MoAu muBavr) paivetal n xpovorsd-

'ynon mg naAérepng ¢paong ato
TEAOG Tou 4ou al. u.X. H deltepn
olkodor| dev PMOPE( va XpovoAo-
YnBel MoAU apyoTEPQ, Mapa TN pe-
YAAN ugopeTPIKT Sladopd Twv da-
TEdWV, mou eEnyeital ané 1o yeyo-
véG 6Tt N MPWTN KATEPPEUTE and
OELopo Kal n SeUTeEPN XTIOTNKE MG-
Vo 0TV YnAn enixwon. Asiypa do-
BepoU oewopou eivat n mpdooyn
HeydAou Knpiou pe MeEPIOOOTE-
POUG 0pbPOUG, TIOU EMECE TAVW
OTOV MAGKOOTPWHEVO SPOHO KaTd
Hrikog Tou Bépetou Toixou g Ba-
OIAKTG.

H BactAik} eviaxBnke otov noAe-
030HIKS 10TG TNG MOANG TWV auTo-
KPatopik®V xpdvav, TIou HE T OFl-
Pa Tou BladEXTNKE TOV EAANVIOTI-
KO Kal OUVSEBNKE AELTOUPYIKA pE
10 081k6 oUoTnua. Mwa dAAn Tpi-
KALTN BaotAikn) GpxIoe va épxetal
010 dwg EEw amo To VOTIO TeX0q
™G MOANG, Mavw ¢ éva xapnAd
UYwpa, oTo MEPAg EVOG MAAQIOXPL-
oTiavikou vekpotageiou. Mpokel-
TAL Yla WIKpS OXETIKG KTiopua, pe
®POVTIOHEVT OUWG KATAOKEUT], Qv
KpIVEL Kave(g Xt Hévo and v Tot-
Xodopia aAAd kat ané ta Ynoidw-
T4 daneda, Ta pappapoBetiuata
Kal Ta pappdpiva diakoopnuéva
QAPXITEKTOVIKA pEAN. To 1EPG Brina,
Tou xwpiZetal pe pappdpva Bw-
pdkia oTEpPEWHEVA OE TIECOIOKOUG,
EXEL NUIKUKAIKY] KOYXT HE TPEIG av-
pideq yia otpi&n. 1o Sanedd
Tou BPEBNKE 0 AAKKOG TOU EyKal-
viou kat {xvn ané  Béon Twv no-

dudv Mg Ayiag TpdmeZag. Ztv
enixwon Tou lepou Bripatog umrip-
XE, avapeoa oe AAAQ, £vag XAAki-
VoG oTaupdg and eAdopara. Tpia
X@Akiva olppata pe Aaykiotpa
e&aptnuéva and 1o Gkpo Tou oTau-
poU kpatoloav pia HeYAAN YUAAL-
vn kavdnAa. Kdtw and to ddnedo
Tou Brjpatog amokaAugenke Td-
¢0og pe peydAo BdAapo kat éva
DPEATLO YIA TNV EICAYWYT TWV VE-
KP@V, TIou KAEWVOTaV PE pappdpt-
VN MAGKa. 210 EOWTEPIKG TOU TA-
$ou urmipxav oAAol dlatapaypé-
vol okeAeTol evnAikwy Kal maidiov,
Sixwg ktepiopata. O Tapog dpaive-
Tat 6TL NPOUTPXE TOU vaou, aAAd
Tov éAaBav unéyn Katd my Kata-
OKeun Tou. Idlaitepn onpaacia €xet
€va aAAo elpnpa SuTikA and Tov
vdpbnka. Ekel, om otod Tou at-
Bpiou, Bpébnke ot BEon TG wa
Tpdneda pappdpivn.  Kioviokot
nappévol andé GAAa pvnueia xpn-
oipevav yia nédla kat éva Bwpdkio
He avdyAudo ataupd yia opiZévria
TAGka. MtpooTd and v Tpdnega
UTTPXE WA ETUTAPIA TTAGKA HE TV
emypadry Mnuépiov Mayvag. Mia
npoXelpn €peuva KATw ané v
TIAGKQ £BE1EE OTL IPOKELTAL YIa KE-
votagio. MiBavortara, Tpdneda kat
Tadikr MAdka guvavrikouv. ‘Exou-
He dnAadr pia Tpdneda papTupog,
TIou Mapépetve 6pBLa TTOAAOUG ald-
VEG TOPA META TNV EYKATAAEWYN
G BactAknig. v avtioTtolxn vé-
Tla meupd Tng 0Todg Tou abpiou
BpéBnke péoa otnv enixwon wa
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Acpoguroypagia Tng maAaioxpioTIaviKiiG Bacihikig Tou Aiou ou BRIOKETaI OTO KEVIPO n:pmuu i Spung nons. H eioodos Bpiaxercs
aTa Bépeia Tou aiBipioy Kar eiodyer and Tov







Mappapivn TpansZa pe avayAugo aTaups 5w amé To vpBnka TG KonTpIaKis Baakikis. To UAIKG sivar ot dedtepn Xpron.
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GAAN MAGKa pE enty pagr| oy ava-
Pépetal oe kamolov MNpeoputepo
Avdpéa. Metd v anopdkpuvan
TWV XWHATWV anoKaAUpenKe mepi-
TIoU KATw and v Adka évag Ba-
080G TaPOg HE TMEPIOOOTEPOUG VE-
Kpoug. H ouvéxion g avaokagriq
Ba dwoel aopaiwg véa oTolxeia
yia ™ peAétn tou kriopatog au-
TOU, Tou €xel avaAdBel 0 AéKTopag
AploTtotéAng MéviZog.

DION

Dimitris Pandermalis

Dion (fr. Gr. Zeig, gen. Ai6g) means a
holy, sanctified site. Dion, in Macedo-
nia, occupies a very narrow strip of land
between Mount Olympus’ foot and the
Thermaikos Sea. The Olympian Zeus'
temenos, the main sanctuary of all
Macedonians in antiquity was located
there. Its history is related to the royal
names of Macedonia, such as Ar-
chelaos, Philipp II, Alexander, Cassan-
dros, Philipp V and Perseus.

In 1928 G. Soteriadis, Professor and
Rector, at that time, of the University of
Thessaloniki started excavating the
site. The excavation was carried on un-
til 1931 and brought to light a number
of Hellenistic and Roman buildings.
Most important among them was a
vaulted Macedonian tomb with a Doric
facade, an lonian anteroom and a
spacious funerary chamber with a large
marble bed. A second phase of excava-
tions started in 1963 and lasted, with

Metd tov 50 at. p.X., paivetatl 6t
1 Jwrj oBrivel oto Afov. Aev eiva
oupntwon 6Tl kdtw and epeima
TWV OEIOH®Y, TIOU Sev pHETaKviiBn-
Kav ané mv apxadmra, BpEdn-
Kav ekatovradeq voupiopara tou
4ou kai 50u at. wX. H anouaia vo-
HIOHATWV VEOTEPWY EMOXMV deV
uropei va eivat dixwg onuaoia.
"lowg Alyol avBpwriol éuevav va
Zouv péoa ota xaAdopata. Ot me-

a few intervals, until 1972. During this
phase, which was realized due to Pro-
fessor G. Bakalakis' initiative, the south
part of the fortification wall as well as
the Roman theater have been research-
ed. Since 1973 the excavation has been
supervised by Professor D. Pander-
malis. The steadily progressing works
had as a primary objective the research
of the sanctuaries and then that of the
town and cemetery.

The feast of Olympian Zeus in Dion was
the most venerated event in the
religious life of ancient Macedonians.
The festive activities were lasting for
nine days and, besides sacrifices,
theatrical and athletic competitions
were also included. In the temple of
Olympian Zeus the statues of the
Macedonian kings were in display as
well as the stelae inscribed with impor-
tant official texts, such as treaties of
alliance, definition of borders, honorary
decrees.

Demeter, the goddess of earth fertility,
was also venerated in Dion as in most
of the Greek sanctuaries. Demeter's
temple was discovered in 1973 a few
meters away from the town walls of
Dion. The older edifices are two small

1p6G Kai yuaAivn KaviiAa ané
TV KowTMpIaKi Bacikiki) Tou Aiou. Bpéan-
xav oTa aAdopata TG ayidag Tou lepol
Biiparog.

PLOCOTEPOL OPWS KaTEPUyav Oe
QopaAETTEPEG TIEPIOXEG, OTA XA
HNAQ updpata Tou Bouvou.

H naAid moAn Xpnotpomo|Bnke wg
QOTE(PEUTN TINYT| OIKOSOMIKOU UAL-
KOU, OTwg Haptupel 1 mapouoia
TAlvBwy pe oppayiopata g Aé-
Eng AIQY. 'Yotepa amé TOAAEG
ekatovtaetieg Eavayupioav ekel
and énou eixav KatéPet aTo TEAOG
MG MPGIUNG EMOXI|G TOU TLd1ipou.

temples of the sixth century BC, that
were replaced by two bigger ones in the
early Hellenistic period. The meticulous
research through the layers of destruc-
tion produced a late fourth century BC
marble head of the goddess, a number
of sculpture, an abundance of clay
idols, pottery, coins and jewels. The
'sanctuary was repaired in the Roman
period and its life lasted until the fourth
century AD.

To the east of Demeter's temple was
discovered in 1978 a temenos dedi-
cated to the cult of the Egyptian gods.
Sarapis, Isis and Anubis were worship-
ped there, but mainly Isis Lochia, the
goddess who was taking care of
women during the critical period after
childbirth. The central temple of the
sanctuary was dedicated to her.
However, from inscriptional and other
sources we draw the conclusion that
another goddess of childbirth has
originally been worshipped here, the
goddess Artemis Eileithyia, who in the
Hellenistic period has been succeeded
by Isis Lochia. Another temple was
dedicated to Isis as goddess of Luck,
while a third to Aphrodite Hypolympidia
(=Aphrodite worshipped at the foot of



Axépn Kai afuepa, perd T onpunxq GUMON TV PWRGIGV KAl TIG KATAOTPORES TWV GIGVWY, ] EIKOVA TWY EUPNIGTWY TG GVAOKAPNG

BeBaiaver Ta Aoyia Tou Titou Aifiou (1, 44, 7): «

Mount Olympos); a charming cult
statue of this goddess, dating from the
second century BC, has been discove-
red during the excavations.

The theater of Dion is located at the
area of the sanctuaries outside the
town walls. It has been constructed by
accumulating large quantities of earth
in the years of Philipp V; its seats are
made of big Hellenistic bricks. The
theater displays a spacious orchestra
and a coelon so designed as to ac-
comodate a large number of people,
since it was the theater not of a local,
but of an important, famous sanctuary.
A strong wall over 2,600 m. long, built
in the years of Cassandros, was protec-
ting the town. The fortification was fur-
ther reinforced by a number of towers
standing 33 m. from each other. This
wall was once repaired in the
Hellenistic period and was rebuilt in the
second half of the third century AD,
when fierce barbaric raids had to be
repelled. In the fourth century AD a
new, but mediocre, wall was built
around the Early Christian settlement,
a small, faded reminiscence of the an-
cient town.

The public baths, excavated in the
south sector of the town, is an im-

.urbem... exornatam... multitudine statuarum._».

pressive group of buildings of 200 AD:
Shops and workshops, public lava-
tories, a court for gymnastics, a small
roofed theater (=odeum), bathing
areas, recreation rooms and a chamber
dedicated to the cult of Asclepius. A
unique group of sculptures represen-
ting Asclepius’ whole family has been
found in it.

A large villa with a roomy bath, two
atriums, a spacious banquet hall, a
series of shops etc, is under excavation
to the east of the town. The villa has
been endowned with a wonderful
mosaic pavement showing the trium-
phal epiphany of Dionysus. This central
theme is framed by six smaller panels
decorated with theatrical masks. Four
statues of philosophers have been
discoverd in the same room, while in
another, smaller one with a niche, the
statue of the venerated god Dionysus.
The cemetery of Dion lies, mainly, to
the north and east. Its funerary
monuments date from the fifth century
BC to the fifth century AD. Most impor-
tant among them are the vaulted
Macedonian tombs and most eminent
of all the one with the Doric facade, the
lonian anteroom and the large funeral
chamber with the decorated marble bed.

Since 1980 are excavated to the west of
Dion tymboi of the Early Iron Age
(1000-700 BC). They usually contain box-
shaped graves, whose funeral offerings
is, mainly, pottery. The women's jewelry
is made of copper, rarely of gold and
semi-precious stones like sard. The
pottery is closely related to that of
Thessaly.

The central area of the Early Christian
Dion is occupied by a three-aisled
basilica of the late fourth century AD,
decorated with mosaic pavements and
wall paintings. The church was ruined
by an earthquake and was rebuilt in the
early fifth century, but on a much higher
level. Another Early Christian basilica
has been recently discovered outside
the town walls —at the border of a
cementery — and is now excavated. In
the stoa outside its narthex a marble,
built trapeza has been found; its relation
to an adjacent cenotaph probably sug-
gests the worship of a Christian martyr.
Dion seems to become abandoned dur-
ing the fifth century AD due to a succes-
sion of natural disasters (earthquakes,
flood). Since then its inhabitants found
shelter on safer locations at the foot of
Mount Olympos, where new settiements
were built.



