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ABSTRACTS

Late Minoan IlIB pottery at Malia and Sissi: assesBg local ceramic sequence, regional traditions and
interaction networks
Charlotte Langohr

Both during the 1989-1993 campaigns in QuartieraNMalia and the more recent 2007-2011 excavatornthe
Kefali Hill at Sissi, large architectural complex@ih extensive evidence for Late Minoan IIIB ocetipn were
revealed. In both cases, primary deposits withrgelamumber of restorable pots specifically datéhte phase.
Although the study of these assemblages is stijjoomy, some impressions of the respective locahroar
sequences, the degree of common regional traditindghe involvement of both Malia and Sissi ireirégional
ceramic distribution networks can already be givenchitectural and stratigraphical data allow teeagnition of
at least two different stages within the LM llIBoupation of both building complexes even if a tyglistic
analysis of the respective pottery assemblages doeseem to indicate a contemporary sequence. dverg
some rather remarkable similarities but also diffees exist between the two repertoires which risstions as



to the reconstruction of micro-regional consumptipatterns, their nature and development. Finalhg t
identification of a number of finely decorated imfgal vessels from distant Cretan and Aegean regods
evidence for interregional synchronisms and thesliggment of new important nodes in the Aegean engha
network during the 13c. BC.

The LM [lIB settlements at Khania
Birgitta Hallager

In the LM Il period five superimposed settlemehtve been recorded in the Minoan town Kydonia istwe
Crete and two of these belong to the LM IIIB periddhe uninterrupted ceramic sequences revealed clea
typological (and a few technological) features tinaide it possible to securely define each of the fieriodsAs

a result of the Greek-Swedish Excavations the deramaterial in the two superimposed LM IlIB settlents
revealed that the period could be divided into ®learly definable periods: LM 1lIB:1 and LM 1lIB:2The
imports of ceramics from within and outside thausl in the LM IIIB settlements at Khania as weltlzs exports

of the Kydonian workshopo various sites in Crete, the Aegean, Cyprus, iBaréind southern ltaly is vital
evidence of the fruitful exchange of goods thatktpéace in this period. Evidence of the presenceesfdent
foreigners in the LM IIIB town will be presenteddastatements about regionalism in the LM [lIB pdnmill be

scrutinized.

Knossos Little Palace North in a Knossian and Creta context: the LM Il stratigraphical, architectura I,
and ceramic sequence

Eleni Hatzaki

This paper presents the results of the Little Raldorth Project (LPN), a two-season excavation ditoeprovide
a diachronic picture of urban activities in theecetite sector of urban Late Bronze Age Knossos.

The LM llI stratigraphical, architectural, and ceria sequence are presented in detail. The potémigct but at
the same time the limitations of the LPN ceramigussice are discussed within the framework of therail
Knossian LM Il ceramic sequence as outlined inkhessos Pottery Handbogkatzaki 2007).

The emerging picture from combining new and oldaeation data suggests that the urban landscapaagdos
underwent a series of drastic changes in the Hatdtial and Postpalatial periods, perhaps notrisimg for a
settlement with a long and complex occupation secgleThese changes are contextualized within theral
milieu of LM Il Knossos and Crete in general, aripd associated with major regional but also pdenid

cultural transformations.



Late Minoan IlIB at Kommos : an abundance of depods, a dearth of clear sub-phases, and probably a
gradual desertion of the site
Jeremy Rutter

Excavations at Kommos between 1976 and 1995 prddoopious amounts of LM IlIB ceramic evidence,
including some stratified sequences where it wassipte to identify LM IlIB material superimposedretitly
above LM I1lIA2 remains. No more than a tiny scattérLM IIIC pottery was ever exposed during these
excavations, however, and much of this scanty LI Khaterial was recovered from units contaminatéith w
significantly later historical debris.

At least 20 floor deposits and major fills datimgrfi LM [IIB have been identified from all major aeof the site
to have been excavated: a dozen or so from theopliirea (of which half come from the House of Bhiess)
where the stratigraphy is highly compressed andi@nchas been most severe; five from the Centidgiéiz, all
but one from the House of the Snake Tube whereuaéhshrine was identified by the excavators; and fimm
the Southern Area, evenly split between floor di#pdsom Building N (possibly an administrative lling
housing a harbormaster) and Building P (a shipag®rfacility comprising six large, parallel, anchaeately
accessed galleries or shipsheds). Thus from aifuradtpoint of view, a substantial number of altibge different
contexts are represented at LM 1lIB Kommos, frondimary housing to a residential building in whichltc
ceremonies may have taken place, and from privatetares to public buildings.

Contacts with other sites and regions within Cegipear to have been extensive, as were contackl®uhe
island with sources of Sardinian, Cypriot, and Myaean pottery. Pottery from these three cultureezamas
found in some quantity at the site; imports fronri&fPalestine, Egypt, and western Anatolia may dlave
continued during LM 1lIB times, although at mucldueed levels relative to what had arrived from ¢hieegions
during LM 11IA1-2.

Aspects of the LM IlIB pottery recovered from Komsnthat provide this material with a strong regiomad in
some cases even a distinct local identity relattiiveontemporary assemblages elsewhere on the istdhbe
summarized. Some attempts to discern temporal gishatis within the Kommos LM [lIB material will be
explored.



Aghia Triada in LM IlIB: A ceremonial center of Lat e Minoan Ill Crete
Anna Lucia D'Agata

Mainly composed by monumental buildings of a nosidential nature, Agia Triada constitutes a diffedend of
protourban site in the heterogeneous political $aage of Late Minoan Il Crete.

It is the aim of this paper to discuss the manystiaes posed by the organizer of the workshop, ntalise of
the large amount of archaeological evidence catbédr the site in more than one-hundred yeargsdarch and
excavations. In particular, the ceramic analysi§vé finalized: to clarify pottery phases withimet site; to show
regional and extra-regional synchronisms; to rettansthe ceramic system in vogue in south-cer@rate and
throw light on the interplays of social and economature incidental to the function of the pottasgemblages.

The “Armenoi workshop”: Local ceramic sequence andegional tradition from the LM Ill Cemetery at
Armenoi Rethymnon

Fotini Nezeri

The study of the ceramic material of the Late Mimdla cemetery of Armenoi reveals the existenceaafmique
group of closely related vessels which has quistirditive local characteristics. This paper aimptesent the
products of the regional “workshop” of Armenoi chgithe LM 1lIA2 to LM 1lIB phases and to explore its

relation to other ceramic workshops in Crete.

Sherds of History: the LM Il B pottery from the Pediada Survey Project. Elements for the
distribution and the character of life in central Crete, during the 13" c. BC.
Constantinos Paschalidis, Nikos Panagiotakis & MarPanagiotaki

The study of pottery often serves as an indiredicator of life’s terms, providing elements of saci
complexity as well as quotidian stories of anonympaople. This paper presents for the first tinge th
innumerous sherds of LM Il B date, collected frdomty-five unexcavated sites at Pediada, central
Crete. The pottery, discussed in stylistic terms g@ographical contexts is put together on an inayi
land’s network in order to suggest the distributaord character of life in Pediada, duramgenturyor

So.



Palaikastro Period XVI: the settlement and its ceranics in LM IIIB

Tim Cunningham

Palaikastro Period XVI is defined, somewhat arhitraas coincident with LM 11IB and therefore laststrictly
speaking, approximately one hundred years; but rosvido we have a building or area that is contislyou
inhabited for this stretch of time. In fact, Perdd| begins with a hiatus of settlement, at leasha town site of
Roussolakkos, which suffers a rapid to sudden aivandnt at the end of the preceding period. The towriM
I1IB was thus of very different character thanlifgl 111A2 predecessor. So, at Palaikastro we do neabgnize
Period XVI contexts byany local ceramic developments, since there doésemm to be any local ceramic
production, but, where it occurs, by imported vessespecially deep bowls, as yet unknown in eageriods
from the site. Although there is some stratigrapghience, the transient and ephemeral natureeoLh I1I1B
occupation as seen against and amidst the maasiwveitips of earlier material hinders these disioms.

From the preceding Period XV at Palaikastro we haeee material from more sites both in and outsifithe
main town at Roussolakkos than for any other pesfotbmparable length. Cemeteries and habitatioranes fill
the coastal plain and it is a time of widespreatileseent and exploitation of the surrounding coysitte.
Ceramically, this is the time of well-crafted artdkingly painted large vases (mainly piriform jaemphoroid
kraters, barrel-shaped pithoi and larnakes) that foart of a Far East Cretan koine linked withefary practices
and exported widely. Although the ceramic tradit@aries on, it does not appear to do so on thsetabplains
and low hills surrounding Palaikastro. We see tlgevery different pattern of settlement that se@nize pulling
back from the maritime plains and that leaves éavefr archaeological traces of itself than either pheceding
LM IlIA2/B early or even the subsequent ‘refugdegphenomenon of early LM lIIC.

In LM 1lIB we see a minimum of contemporary artdfacwhether portable (e.g. pots) or intangible .(e.g
indications of cultural behaviour) inhabiting a dged and older environment. These occasional dspafshon-
local ceramics reflect new habits amidst signscaf/enging and limited re-use.

Recent studies have shown that people often ‘optobthe spiral of increasing social organisatiaithdrawing
physically from ‘civilisation’ to more remote hitips and high valleys while choosing more self-sidfit and
less visible subsistence regimes, and somethiegliis seems to be happening at least here, &rtlkeastern end
of Crete in the 13 Century.

Pottery from the Late Minoan Ill Cemetery at Myrsin i Aspropilia
R. Angus K. Smith

This paper will examine the pottery of the Late bén Il cemetery at Myrsini Aspropilia over the joels
spanning the LM 11IA2 to LM IIIC phases. In partian, it will look at the pattern of local versusported wares,



and it will compare this pattern to those witnesatethe cemetery and settlement of Mochlos from ILM2 to
LM 1lIB. At issue will be an assessment of how Ibaad imported wares change over these periodsyduad
that means not only to the economy of the regiamnduL.M lIl, but also to aspects of local identig expressed

through changes in mortuary customs.

Historical pointers from new evidence. The situatio in central Crete during LM IIIB

Athanasia Kanta

Recent excavations have brought to light siteb@Aposelemis gorge in a location very difficultaafcess. One
of these sites has been fully excavated. It isnallssettiement midway up the sheer gorge cliff. siall

community was living and being buried within thisrge. The site is not far from Knossos and Malimwell as
from other well-known sites in the Pediada distridte pottery and other data give pointers to hisabevents in

central Crete during LM 1l B.



