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MATERIAL KOINAI IN THE GREEK EARLY IRON AGE 
AND ARCHAIC PERIOD

CONFERENCE PROGRAM

FRIDAY 30th January
19.00-19.30 Arrival and registration at the Danish Insitute at 

Athens

19.30-20.30 Inagural Lecture by Michael Dietler

Professor Michael Dietler
Department of Anthropology

University of Chicago

Material Worlds, Culture, and Consumption: 
Anthropological Reflections on the Koine Concept

This paper offers some reflections on the Material Koine concept from 
the perspective of recent developments in Anthropology, especially the 
anthropology of material culture and consumption. Specifically, it dis-
cusses current understandings of the nature and significance of culture 
and the ways that culture both structures and is constructed by consump-
tion. It further examines the range of processes by which material worlds 
are constructed and inhabited, emphasizing particularly the significance 
of social fields (in Bourdieu’s sense). It also examines the attractions and 
dangers of applying linguistic concepts, such as the koine, to material cul-
ture and discusses methodological implications for archaeologists study-
ing ancient Greeks.



SATURDAY 31st January

09.30-09-45 Introduction

09-45-10.30
Mary E. Voyatzis: 
The Early Iron Age Pottery from Mt. Lykaion and 
the Western Greek Koine

10.30-11.15
Alexandra Alexandridou & Anna 
Philippa-Touchais:
Towards an Argive “koine”: From shared votive ma-
terial expressions to shared social identities    

11.15-11.45 Coffee break

11.45-12.30
David R. Scahill: 
Craftsmen and Technologies in the Corinthia: The 
Development of the Doric Order

12.30-13.15 Angela Ziskowski:
Koinai and Identity in Archaic Corinth

13.15-14.45 Lunch

14.45-15.30
Xenia Charalambidou & Noémi Müller: 
Ceramics and Social Interactions on Naxos and the 
Cyclades

15.30-16.15 Lieve Donnellan:
Consumption and functionality of pottery in the 
Euboean koine

16.15-16.45 Coffee break
16.45-17.30 Sanne Houby-Nielsen:

Textile production in Aetolian Chalkis and material 
koinai

20.00 Common dinner for speakers
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SUNDAY 1st February

09.30-10.15
Marek Wecowski: 
The ‘Middle-Geometric Attic koinē’ and the rise of 
the aristocratic symposion

10.15-11.00
Vasiliki Misailidou-Despotidou:
Tradition and innovations in the bronze jewellery of 
the Iron age and Archaic period in Macedonia

11.00-11.30 Coffee break
11.30-12.15 Michael Kerschner:

The Wild Goat style in Eastern Aegean vase-paint-
ing: Interpretations of a koiné and its varieties

12.15-13.00 Mark Lawall:
Migrations, Amphora Shapes and Trade: Regional 
Styles of Transport Amphora Production in the Late 
Archaic Aegean

13.00- 14.30 Lunch

14.30-15.15 Crudo, Maurizio, Jan K. Jacobsen, Maria Rosaria 
Luberto, Gloria P. Mittica & Sine G. Saxkjær: 
Material Koinai in the West: A South Italian 
Perspective

15.15-16.00 Ulrike Krotscheck: 
‘Culture’ in a Cup? Customs and Economies in the 
Western Mediterranean
Final discussion
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