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Abstract 

Archaeological evidence affords scholars insights into ancient crafts with a level of granularity 

far beyond what the textual evidence allows. This includes the remains of workshops (e.g., 

Sanidas 2013), the iconography of work (e.g., Vidale 2002; Chatzidimitriou 2005; Distler 2022), 

the remains of artisanal products that survive (e.g., Boardman 2001; Hochschied 2015; Sapirstein 

2013) and the iconography of those that mostly did not (e.g., Andrianou 2005; Cohen 2014; Dercy 

2015; Spantidaki 2016). But what the textual evidence lacks in granularity, it makes up for in 

breadth and complexity, providing us with insights into crafts that left little or no physical 

remains, as well as crucial information about the organisation of production and exchange. This 

paper will explore the contribution of the written sources to the economic history of crafts in 

Classical Athens, as part of ongoing research into the vocabulary of work (e.g., Lewis 2020, 

drawing on Harris 2002). 
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