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Abstract 

In the Late Bronze Age Cyprus established close diplomatic and commercial ties with the 
empires and kingdoms of the Eastern Mediterranean, from the Aegean to Egypt and from 
Sardinia to Mesopotamia. As part of these international economic networks, Cypriots 
produced and circulated immense quantities of copper, as the wide distribution of oxhide 
copper ingots in the Mediterranean and beyond testifies. Egyptian, Hittite, and Near Eastern 
texts also document the large scale of the Cypriot copper trade. The same sources inform us 
of the establishment of exchange rates of copper when it was traded with other metals, 
mainly gold and silver. In other words, they provide important information on the prices and 
equivalences of precious and base metals in international markets. This evidence also 
demonstrates that in the Late Bronze Age barter economy, copper and other metals were not 
merely raw materials, utilized for the construction of all sorts of objects: They were also used 
as fixed reference points for determining the value of everything, from the purchase of goods 
and services to the payment of wages, both at a state and at a private level. This information 
raises several questions, firstly, around the commercial, market value of Cypriot copper in the 
international markets of the time, and secondly, about the numbers of copper objects that 
could be manufactured if one had unlimited access to such large quantities of this metal. 

 

 


